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MENTAL HEALTHAND SUICIDE POLICIES

University of Wisconsin, Whitewater

Respondingto Suicide Concernsin the ResidenceHalls

Following arethe specific procedureswhich should befol -

lowed by residence hall staff when responding to suicidethreatsor
attempts. Whilethese procedures are specific to theresidence
halls, thegeneral guiddinesmay beuseful to any staff personwho
isinaposition to respond to asuicidethreat, attempt or comple-
tion.

1.

In cases of suicidethreats, thehal director* should benotified
immediately by theres dent assistant, or any student who
becomesaware of theproblem. Thehall director will talk with
the student who hasthreatened suicide, and call theadditiona
hel p/ass stance as necessary asoutlined onthe* Menta Hedlth
EmergenciesCal Lit” whichisfoundintheResdentAssis-
tants’ Handbook.

If thehal director can not belocated immediately, referenceto
thecal listwill helpto enlist theinvolvement of appropriate
saff. ResidenceLife Staff will determineif itisappropriateto
seek further consultation at thetime; the CrisisLine (5770) is
availablefor 24-hour consultation and isan important resource.
Inaddition, if thestudent isworking with amember of the
Counseling and Devel opment Center, theinvolvement of that
staff personisimportant at thetime of theincident.

University Policemay aso need to beinvolved, depending
uponthenature of theincident. University Policeofficerscan
arrangefor Emergency Detentionsin conjunctionwith
Walworth County Human Servicesif the person showsa
substantial probability of harmto self or others. Itisespecialy
important that there be adequate follow-up with suicidethreats.
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Appendix A

It may benecessary or helpful to ask thestudenttosigna
mental health contract whichwould outlinedternativesfor
getting ass stancewith the problem. Referralsto the Counsdling
and Development Center or to other mental health agencies
should be made as soon as possi bl e after thefirst indication of
aproblem.

Studentswho refuse ass stance and continue to be dangerous
to themselvesor othersbecomeinvolved withthediscipline
processwithin the Residence Life structure. Students may
ultimately faceinvoluntary withdrawd fromtheuniversty if their
threatsand/or attemptsdo not cease. Staff at the Counseling
and Devel opment Center are prepared to help deal with
emergencies, and can offer consultation about necessary

postvention.

2. Responsesintheevent of attempted suicideswill be dependent
upon theimmediate needs of theindividua who hasmadethe
attempt. If the personisunconsciousor inimmediate physical
danger, the Rescue Squad (9-911) should be contacted
immediately. Studentswill betransported to Waworth County
Human Servicesunlessthiswould placethe person at signifi-
cant medical risk inwhich casethey would betransported to
Fort Atkinson Hospital . After the unconscious student hasbeen
transported, the hall director and the appropriate Residence
LifeCentral Staff person should also benotified. Waworth
County personnel will determine appropriateinterventionsand
facilitatetheadmissiontothehospital if necessary.

If the student who has attempted suicideis conscious and not
inimmediate physica danger, the University Policeshould be
contacted and asked to make adecision (in consultation with
Rescue Squad personnel if necessary) about the need to
transport the student to Walworth County Human Services
(seetrangportation of studentsfor treatment, on page5 of this
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document). If transported, Walworth County staff will work
with the student to determine appropriateinterventionsand the
need for hospitalization.

3. If astudent has compl eted suicide, the Rescue Squad should
becalledimmediately (9-911). ThentheUniversity Police
shouldbecalled at 1111. Finaly, thehall director and theArea
Coordinator should benatified. TheAreaCoordinator will
ensurethat other university officialsareinformed as appropri-
ate. If the student isdead at the scene, the policewill summon
the coroner. If the student is pronounced dead at the hospital,
thephysicianwill inform the parentsand Residence L ife Saff
whowill inturninformtheAss stant Chancellor for Student
Affarswhowill notify the Chancellor.

Itisimperativethat all personswho have been directly involved
with suicide attempts and compl etions have an opportunity for
“debriefing” and dealing with their thoughts, fedingsand concerns.
Counsdling and Devel opment Center staff will provide assistance
withthisprocess.
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